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an additional military
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s Senate having resums

v ruse, for o limited time, .
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" alr. BREESE said |
Wy, PRESIDES | nevier tige i thus presence, upon the |
st ordiniery wsiont, either o explain or defend a |
post ording

urely al in its eharacter, \vlmmul ROTNE e -

meastre . i yjoshe
jarrassment ; ani that fe¢ling 1% gre atly increased, as you
may well suppose, when questions of vital importance to
the nation are wnder diseussion, calling forth, as those
have, counected with this Uill, the best |:ﬁ$:|rlnl of the
most distinguished members of this body. Nothing, sir,
put an overwhelming sense of the duty I"owe to the State |
which has honored me  so mueh, and whose patriotism

Uy exhibited from the very commence-
il whose people take the deepest in.
and success, could have broken the

has hoen =9 =
ment of this war,

5 1 1ls prDgTess
I;,ﬁ:;-.fll I....}'. imposed upon myself, so far as the mere ob-
ert of the bill wsell 1= conecerned. It is upon those E;eat
‘I“I"““- which throw the hill n}ull‘.e into the shade, that 1
Wil f0 eXprEss My Opinions ully and without reserve—
emising, however, that they are my own individual
Soinions, for which neither the administration, nor any
member of it, nor the party with which I act, are in the i
dightest degred onsible. They !l:wellmc'n_ formed after |
'_”u,.h vation and anxious inguiry, and with
adesire solely to ariive at correct conelusions ;. and if

are unsatnd, or of wicked and dangerous tendency,
acticable, they will find no_echo in the public
nd nfluence in no degree the public judgment,
@, sir, las a right to this expression from me, to
coitble it fo judge if 1 properly sustain here the important
reation their partinlity has created between us, and if 1
Il the responsibilities which it imposes upon
siid, sir, that the people of that great and
watriotic State take the most lively interest in this war,
1ol i all the questions connected with it; and look with
canfidence anld_hope to some grand achievement as its
dal result. From its inception, on the first eall to arms
o repel the ssive act of Mexico, and 1o punish her
jor her injus md her wanton invasion of our territory,
the people there, with one lieart and one mind, were found
o the side of their country, the only strife among them
heinie & generous Tivaley as (o who could best serve it in
the hour of its need. Eight thousand of its choieest chiv-
iry offered themselves at the call, of whom four thou-
4 were aceepted, who repaired at once to the field,
h an alacnty never before manifested, and in the cam-
which tollowed, covered themselves with undying

tir

fully fieet al
me

was my fortune, sir, 1o be addressing the Senate at

i Ll session, on the three-million bill, on the very

duy of the hard-fought hattle of Buena Vista, when my
thoughis, as they hud often done before, tarned to those
noble spinits, my neighbors and my [riends, who had left
ul the fond endearments of home—severing those dear
jumily ties they knew so well how to aTrpcinlIE—lu do
Lattle for their eountry in a foreign land, inspired only
by the fervor of a generous patriotism, when I was
prompled thus to speak of them :
“They have proved, by the sutferings they hnve endured
L e, nned by ;-vrlmmiuf the most wonderful marehes
i moderm times—advaneing lorty miles ina doy, bivounck-
je b night with balf mtions, and uhnwim{}. by their dissip-
[ vk prommpt obedinnee 9 orders, that they can be relied
i any anid every emergeney 3 nod though it has besn
drnteed thim o participate in the perils of the baitle-field,
ey hnve wiven the strongest nssurances, that in it they
watld 1ot fil to reap a full harvest of glory.™

That prophecy, sir, was at that very moment fact. At
that very hour they were gathering glory at the cannon's
mouth; and so Jlong as Buena Vista s be a familiar
worl—so0 long as .t(hv mountaing there, in whose aiqllt|
they fonghit and fell, shall lift their summits to the sky, |
sa fong will the valorens deeds of the gallant Illinoians
be remembered and rehearsed. At Cerro Gordo, too, sir,
they exhibited like evidences of gallantry—exalting by
theit deeids not only the eharacter of their State, but of
the whole eountry, 1o which they had so signally mani-
fested their devotion, These troops, sit, were of the best |
blool of the State,"composed of gentlemen of character |
whome, each one of whom, in battle, felt as if he had
nat only the character of his country to sustain, but his |
in individual eharacter; and that made them then—as
they will be ever—invincibie. And, sir, s0 far as the im-
mediate object of this bill is concerned, and in answer to
the remark that the lrm‘sa cannot be raised by it in any
rensonable time, I shoul t fear to pledge myself that,
on its being known that it Bad become a law, one-half of
the whole number can be there instantly raised, of the
aune material, and under the same inspiration. The peo-
ple of that State, sir, are fully impressed with the justice
of this war; and the denunciations indulged in here
aid eleewhere against the Executive as its author,
wll have no effect upon them to turn them to peace,
o to oppose the government in any of its measures
ey it on vigorously in the very heart ol the enemy's
country ; amd they are not 1o _be appalled at the unfortn-
ute résults which, in the opinion of some senators, may
flow from it, nor eun they be made to think they will be
sodieadfnl as they have been depicted. I had hoped,
Mr, President, fr dications which I thought [ saw
when this bill was first reported from the Committee on
Mifitury Affwr, that it would receive the general assent
of this body ; and that those denunciations, to which we
have listene! w0 long, would have been reserved for
same more favorable oceasion, when the progress of no
great public measure would be impeded by them, and a
beter oppartunity aflorded for the most unlimited discus-
som, and the widest range of debate; but in this | have
been disappointed ; anid, ut the hazard of further delay, I
must endeavor to repel these assaults, and place the ad- |
ministration, and those who support it, l’iﬁhl belore the
ey, and furnish a justificatron for their and our con-
duet  Benators eed ot think this war is unpopular: in
Misthey deceive themselves, Fvery successful war is

i and bald declaraions that this is unjust

il unconstitutionally  commenced  will not satsly
those who are to ‘pass wpon our conduct, The
people; sir, will not he delnded by such declara-
fione: they  will require of those who make them
0 susiain them by facts, by reasoning, and by fair
Irgument ; and ! eall upon senators on the other side of
e chamber to demonstrate, if they can, with all their
Ivgal actimen, acknowledged ability, and power of inves-
Beation, why it is that the war is anjust and unconstitn-
tomally eommenced ! They will reply, that it was by
e removal of onr troops to the bank of the Rio Grande ;
hat suels removal was an act of war: and being ordered
U the President, he acted therein in @ manner not war-
Bued by the constitutign,  This allegation involves,

‘;m.l i fifty days thereafter—on the

, 4t the head of a numerous army, the Alame st Bexar
s by nssnuli—thowgh gallumily detended by o hnndiol
al men under the command of the brave Travis, Crocker,
anid Bowie, who waers all pur 1o desth ; Fanniog and his
foaee captured, aml trescharously apd fnhwmaaly masss-
ed, and deselmvion brooding over Texus; inbe midst of
Wl this, n regulinely organized conventon sesembided, pl
published their *Dealuration of Independecce,” formed n
constitntion to be submitted 1o the people for thelr approval,

'h.ﬂ of April, on the
Linuks of the San Jueointo—proved twir ability o mnina)
iy, anmd rewrote i o chinraeters of blood ]

I then said, sir, that-

Y The preseat govarniment or supreme power of Mexico
e no right o suljugate Texas, And here | am opposed
by the admissions of all, who have written nnd spokesn apon
this subjret, that she has soch right. [V she bas the aehe,
whence did she derive it Huos England o right 1o subio-
gate ns i sha can, by o war uodertaien for that expriss
purpose T No, sir; no oation hns s rlght to commence an
unjust wir of nggression upon a pesceabie neighbor, for
the purpose of subjecting siaeli dation o its power, tor the
mem purpose of cooquest, It s in vislaton of the lew
of God, nad of these great prinelplos of justioe he has estab
lish 4

Y axaus wis never o paty o the prescnt cstabilished gov
ernment of Mexico.  She was o paty (o har fedeitive sy
wm, but not o her centeal despotism, mad owes toit e
Tomdi 1w bistory, ns aleemdy recited, proves this; and e
eonclusion s izeosi=tible, that being i that position wwands
Mexico, she hns aorighit to mmiotain 00 she can g and o war
waged w deive her from i, and subjogate her toa power
shre Lina alway « wp:ulml:nl. wild be o wire eonunenesd in
WIOnE Wi, ,-.i unjustly, and its authors, niders, and abet
tovs :l:r.ml:f receive, ns they wonld deserve, the excoritions
of the world.™ X

And, Mr. President, 1 entertain these opinions now ;
and | assert that the whole history of the relations of
Texas with Mexico shows that the former was never a
party to any other system of government, aa a component
lnrl of the Tatter, than as a member of the federal repub.

ican system of 1524, 8

She resisted successfully the sway
of the usurper of 1535, which she had a perfect rig[lll to
do; and so would any one of the States of this Union
possess this right, under similar cirenmstanees. | will
take Maine as an instance, as that is a frontier State,
and newly admitted into the Union of States on a federa-
tive aystem, How did she joinit, and on what prin-
ciples?  That she was a sovereign and independent
State, with a_republican form of government, uniting her
fortunes with other States with the same forms of gov-
ernment.  Now, suppose, sic—but it is hardly a suppo-
sable case—that all the rest of the States of the confede-
racy, t“&'ﬁil Maine, should agree to abolish the federative
system and their republican forms of government, and es-
tablish a monarchy, or a despotism ; would they, united,
have the right o coerce Maine, by force of arms, to do
the same thing—to abolish her forms, and subject her o
the control of u system of government radically different
from the one she had joined ! No, sir; no.  Maine would
have a perfeet right to declare and maintain her inde-
L.eujence. if she could; and a war waged to subjugate
er, would be a war waged in wrong, No senator will
deny this.

Well, sir, this was the position of Texas, and, as |
have said, she rewrote her declavation of independence
on the bank of the San Jacinto, on the 218t of April,
1506, in characters of blood ; and as we point to the (th
of July, 1775, as the irst year of our independence, and
1o the triumph at Yorktown as confirming it, s0 can Texas
recur to the second of March, 154G, and to the vistory oi
San Jaginto, as like memorable eras in her history. No,
sir, the usurpers of 1535 never did extend their conguest
east of the Iio del Norte: they crossed it for that pur-
pose, but were invarahly unsuccessful; and that river
wits made the line beynm? which they shonld not come,

The independence” of Texas, Mr. President, we all
know, was manifested by adopting a constitution and a
name, as applicable to thal division of the earth's suriace
composing the republic of Texas. Her Congress met
under this constitution, and among the acts passed by it
is one of the 10th December, 1546, declaring the bounda-
ries of the republic, as one of the imle;lt‘mi‘gut nations of
the earth, \Tﬂlil:h was, upon the west, the west bank of
the io Grande, from its month to its source; and this,
in conformity with the treaty, pact, or agreement, made
with the Lead of the Mexican government—the nsurper
Santa Anna—immediately after the battle of Sun Jacinto.
This act of Congress was a public aet, and as such must
be presumed to have been in the knowledge of our gov-
ernment in 1517, when the independence of Texas was
acknowledged, and diplomatic relations entered into with
her, It gave to us, and to the world, notice of the extent
of that repablic—ofl the extent of that portion of an inde-
pendent sovereignty called Texas. Butit is said, wir,
that one nation eannot make a boundary for itself,
As a general remark, it may be sustained by facts,
a4 coterminous nations nsually establish their bound-
aries by treaty; but cannot a nation enlarge its buund-
aries, or prescribe a boundary for itsell, without the
consent ntl another coterminous nation? :'_in]p{,um_e France,
engaged in a defensive war with the neighboring pow-
ers, should carry her viclorious arms to the klbe,
and, by a decree, incorporate the conquered countries
within her dominion, and declare the Elbe, and not the
Alps and the Rhine, her boundary, and could maintain it,
would she not have a right to do so? 8o of Maine, sir,
if she was eeparated from the confederacy by the revolu-
tionary acts of her sister States, remaining an independent
State, eapable of forming such relations with the nations of
the earth as their interesis required, she protecting and sus-
tnining hersell, should she be invnde:f from the adjacent
British provinces, and was able to drive her foe beyond
the river St. John, and maintain her sovereignty and ju-
risdiction np to that river—declare it a part of her territo-
ry, and the leading nations of the world, who make the
law of the world, should treat with her as an indepen-
dent State, with that boundary—would not the right of
Maine to that enlargement of “territory and extension of
boundary be a perfect right? If otherwise, [ would ask
why ?

England, France, Holland, and Belgium, two of them
certainly the leading powers of the worli, also acknowl-
edged the independence of Texas, with these defined
limits, us a republic—as a nation of the earth, capable
by its position of making war, concluding peace, aml
clothed with all the attributes of an independent soyereign-
ty. [ place much more stress upon these acts of recog-
nition by the great powers of the world than others seem
to da, and [ must confesa, sir, they have had a controlling
influence on my mind in forming my opinion, They de-
clare, in effect, that the division of the earth called the
republic of Texas, with ecertain prescribed limits, 18 an
independent power of the earth, and entitled to all the
immunities of nations, of which the right to a houndary
is one.  Suppose, sir, this government, France, or Fng-
land, had, after acknowledging the independence of Tex
as, entered nto @ treaty of alhance with her, offensive
and defensive, would not we and they be required to de-
fend her, up to the boundnry she claimed, against an in-
vasion from Mexico? Clearly, sir, this would be the

iteessarily, the consideration of the question of bounda-
I amd §f it has been established—as [ think it has been

that the river was the true and only boundary of Tex-
15 the right to have our forces there, to prevent a threat-

| it vasion, eannot be eontroverted,  And here, =ir, it
I not be necessary to discuss this pointat length, inas-
1ieh ns the argument of my honorable eolleague upon it
Ole Dovaras] has heen most clear and convineing,  He
1 shed such a flond of light upon it—has so brilliantly
inated it—that none can any longer be in error, or
W except from mere design :mﬁ Wanton perversi-
! Laceord with him, eir, fully, inall his views on that
Pty and 1o show, sir, that it is not a sudden opinion
stily formed, | beg leave to quote a few passages

extent of the obligation under siuch a treaty. 1 this be <o,
then was our duty more imperative, after we had allured
her to aur embrace—had prevailed on her to embark her
fortunes with onrs—to transfer her lone star, gleaming in
solitary splendor, to our field of azare—to sink her na-
tiopality in our own—to yield her prond position as an
independent nation to becoine o subordinate State; to de-

people, to the Inst cent in our treasury, and with the
whole might of the nation.  We were hound, most reli-
giously bound, to defend Texas in her entirety, and it
was for that purpose, and with no other view, our troops
were ordered 1o take their position on the western limits
of that State, An invasion was threatened. 'War had been

it the speech 1 Ll the honor to deliver in June, 1514,

o it resqlutions of the honorable senator of Missouri,

(M. Brxrox,] pending the treaty of annexation, After

‘\]i"l"_? the prmeipal facts eonnected with the history of
exieo wnd Texas, | said :

“In 1835, S Anna, then nvietorions gene ral, nbandon - | the ] A
Lwe conld not but consider Texas an independent na

, | tion, and the power of Mexico over it gone forever;

HE the

tae ol pepul
VErvarnment by whi
nefl

wilam, declared in favor of n
h thie sovereignty of the Smnes ws
1, nbolished, and all power, eivil’ and military, con:
" »man. Many of the Suvres, na nfl “the old
ook up weens o defence of their rights nod
redgnty, a0 guarmntied by the tederative system
w power of the usierper was irrosistible,
» was subdued, watil fAoally, save in Texns
exionn States, the uf'r\j fire of Hberty
; there wlone it was gnarded with nnx
L Texns refused o submit 1o the dictabor,
il resort was hnd by the peopls 0 resisthis powar to tie
“'I'l" means our ancestors adopted, to free themselves (ram
somial visasdage amd maintain their independence. They
"-:‘"l'[ sbandoned the ledaral eonatitution of Mexico, so long
i r': tape remained of it tinmph, but baled manfolly for
Aronghout the year 18855 and o many o hand-thoglo
. ; II were vietorions, At the closs of tlin:
rmn declvrntion of the delegates of the peopl
Wis published, tn whiel it i --u»t:r:nl“tlllml thay I:Ilri Frn'-
tdtirse o arme in defence of the republican pringiples
nlu. the ledurnl constitution of 1528 ; that they wduld md
e with fdelity to the Mexican confederacy so long
8 it should be guvernod by the constitadon and Inws
sdopted  fie the protestion of their political rights 3 and
Appeuling to other members of the confederney Ill&:dgml
theie mid 1 saech of thens i wonld resist the |.||I.|m'y dugpot
b thed being established within their bordem. No e
State bur Texns dared w0 resist; and she, unnided and
wone, having no Franoe o come 10 hor nssistanos, ws we
badd, defiod and resisted the power of the nsurper, A now
tonvention of the ‘:mﬁle assembled on the Istof Mar
gh

n

15965 and althou

1
e country was invaded by Swnta

denouncad both before and after the annexation, Have
senntors forgotten our efforts made in the fall of 1545, and
i all sineenty and good fath, o prevent this resorl
w arms? Dl we not, before that, assure Mexico,
that in what we had done by ineorporating Texas into
Union, we intended no unkindness to her; that

and did we not proposs an amicable adjustment of the
matter, amd seek to heal the wonnd inflieted upon her
pride?  And how were these our declarations, and this
our attempt at adjustment by sending a minister 1o them
on their promise to receive him, treated by that power ?
We all know, sir, and 1t 15 useless to speak of them.
Our minister was rejected—Mexico even refused 10 talk
with him—refused 1o hear our propositions ; and still per-
aisted in her determination 1o repossess hersell of Texas
sy arms; she never alleging at any tme any other elaim
to Texas than the claim to the Sabine, and taking no ex-
ceplion to the position of our troops within that territory ;
for it will be recollected, thit preparatory 1o receiving our
ninistor, she only requested that our naval forees should
e withdeawn (rom her const, le <t it might appear, if she
aegotinted at all, it wonld be considered she did so under
amenace,  She never desired that the anny should be
removed =

If, sir, the rght 1o Texns was a doubtful one, what
was the duty of Mexico under sach eirenmstances? Cer-
tmnly to hear what we had to say abont it—to listen to
propositions of settlement—to negotiate, i possible; for
there are bt two wavs of sattling such disputes—nego
tation and arma; and  as Mexieo has chosen the latter,
I, for one, am determined abe shall feel oue might; and
while we have her in our power, compel her to yield up
the fullest measure of indemuity for all her past trans.

fon! her against all aggression with the best blood of oar | _ !
| livered in July, 1512, said : * This is a war nnexampled

gressions and enormities, and make no accommodation
with her until this is done,

*8iryin my view of the duty of nations disputing about
a doubtful nght, we would hivve been perfectly justified
by declaring war aguinst Mexico on her relusal o re-
ceive our minister s for, sir, it is incumbent on the con
testing nation 1o negotiate, and submit 10 an honorable
compromise, If a nation will not do this, the other party
10 the contest hns o right 1o resort 10 arms to compel an
unl];ural ment of the question ; and thowgh war does not de-
cide the right, yet & vietory usually puts i in the power
of the sueeessful party to enforee u complianee with the
demand—at least this is so understood among civilized
nations

midst of the war, when loans were necessary to earry it
on, and our konor and our all at issoe, was engaged in
most unholy and unpatriotic efforts to embarrass the gov-
ernment !J)' attempting to deter mlnﬂa]lnl! from ]Blrllng
their money; and | fear, sir, similar attempts may be
maide now, but 1 hope not,

Here are two extracts from the leading federal and nnti-
war papers of that day ; =

Wil dederaliss subsoribe to the Joan? Wil they lend
mioney 10 ot wutionnl milers 1t is lmpossibile " ““What,
tien, 1w now lond them money | They will not make

ponce ; thoy will stll hanker for Caonda 5 they will assem-
ble forces, wnd shed blood oo onr western fiontier: mere-
pride, iFnothing else, would muke them do i, The mo-
tivies which first brought on the war, will still rontinne iid

Sir, the annexation of Taxas was decided on by the E the money e be hid.”  “Any fedoralist wholends mone
};l‘uph! with their eyes open—in view of the threats of | 1, covernment, musi go and shuke hands with James Mad.

Vexico that she would declare war—and they were wil-
ling to have war rather than lose Te

is vain, worse than useless, to attempt to make them I.m11 He will L

lieve that it is an _unjust war, or a war of aggression on
our part,

they are fully convineed of its justice, and it is, there- |

They have too much sense for this.  Nao, s, | inalie pe

| ison, nud elnim fellowship with Felix Grundy,  Let him

ws ;o and the eftort | no more endl himsell o fedaralist and friend o his coantry |

eulled by others infamons '™

shants constitute an hoonormble, high-minded,
ndent, and intelligent class ol cltizens.  They feel
rv, and mockery with which they are

rument.  They will lend the ir money to

1 e o

the n;l[llr-:esinn. i
preated by this g

fore, popular; and no declamaton can drive them from | ooaee tieir st ¢ but none o persevers in their present

the position they have taken, 1o support it with zeal and | sonpse

energy. In view of the facts and reasons presented, no
doubt can remain that the war was brought on by the act
of Mexico, and so declarad by an almost unanimous vole
of hoth houses of Congress on the 15th of May, 1540, by
the law of that date in response 1o the message of the Ex-
ecutive unfolding its causes, and ushered to the world in
the usnal mode by the proclamation of the President.
Although, practically, war had commenced on the 24th
of April, 1516, by the attack of Mexico on a detachment
of our troops, and again on the sth and uth of May, and
existed on those days us perfectly as the hastile acts of
a foreign power can cause it 1o exist—they not being pre-
datory inenrsions, made without authority or without ap-
parent cause, and with a view to plunder, but under-
taken in pursuance of previous official notifications o
our government, that war should follow the annexation
of Texas, which Mexico regarded as a revolted province,
and 10 which her right had not been at all invalidated by
the act of annexation; yer, so far as we were coneern-
pd—so far ns our relations, nationally and individoal-
ly, were involved, the war had its consttutional exist-
ence on the passage of the act of the 13th of May, 15413
That act changed our relations - from peace to war;
recognised the practical fuct, that the act of Mexico had
produced it; and we gave it our sanction, and published
our acknowledgment of it to the world in the usual mode.
The phraseology of the act declaring it is nearly identi-
cal with that of the 15th of June, 1512, as senators may
see who will examine. Both proceeded from messages
of the President detailing the canses, and both were an-
nounced to the world h?' proclamations ; and, yielding to
no one in my sense of the justice of the war of 1512 with
(3veat Britain, | am constrained to say, sir, that the justice
of this loses nmhinﬁ by the comparison; and as that war
was denounced as “Jim Madison’s wiie,” ns unjust and ag-
gressive, so 15 this denounced as Mr, Polk’s war, and with
cqual bollness its injustice proclaimed. The causes of
the war of 1512 have been alluded to by the senator of
Kentucky, (Mr, Usperwoon;] they were good causes,
and such as should have prompted” the nation, with one
leart, to rise up and defend its rights; and as that had, so
will this have, a glorious issue.  Bat, sir, our then ene-
my had not invaded our territory—had murdered none of
aur citizens—though they had foreibly impressed them in
their nauval service, and” flagrantly invaded our neutral
rights,  To bring on this war, and to wld to the injury in-
flicted upon us by the robbery and murder of our eitizens,
Mexico invaded the soil of one of our sister States,
threatening to subjugate it, tli.'f],"l.u;l alike owr power and
our right. Mexico commenced the war for conquest,
avowedly 1o conguer Texas, of which she alle eu‘l ahe
had been unjustly despoiled by us; and as she had
repeatedly declared she would do, she sought by force
o recover it, and the whole of it, to the Sahine.
She sought conquest—sought to rob us of one of
the brightest gems in onr national coronet; and, though
the issue ﬂ(ruﬁl not be doubtful, yet the allempt was an
i ty, adding insult to former injuries, and should
@ been mat and repulsed, as it has beer , by the power
of the nation, and merited ¢hastisement inflicted. Can
senators tell me for what purpose
on the bank of the Rio Grande, if It was net 1o carry ont
the oft-repeated threat to recover Texas b*; force? liwas
ior no other purpose; and its leader embraced the first
favorable oppertunity to make the invasion; and it has
never been disavowed by the government.  Sir, as to the
justice of this war, in view of all these things, it loses
nothing in comparison with that of 1512 : and that war
was denounced in terms equally violent and unmeasnred
with this, The party at that day armyed against it when
it was declared, was eagzer to gel the nation into it years
hefore Congress ucted. Every effort was made to influence
the minds of the people against Great Britain, and appeals
of the most inflammatory character, accampanied by at-
tacks upon the administration, of the want of spirit and
patriotism, were constantly maide ; and they asserted that it
was so tame and spiritless that it “could not be kicked
inton war,”  As early as 1506, a leading federal print of
that day declared that *“the disputes between this country
and England, so long attended with rigor on her part,
and injury on ours, will not admil of much longer vain

minate shortly in the silence of war or peace.” And
again, in the same year, it declared *“they [the democrats
in Congress] dare not resist all aggressions alike, and
assume the part of spirited imparuality, as a magnani

mous policy required, If waris ealled for by the insulted
honor of the country ; if the cup of conciliation is drained
to the drege, as they declare it to be, let the war be de-
elared ; let an embargo be laid ; adequate funda provided ;
the strong arm of defence nerved and extended ; and a
powerful navy ordered. In these measures the whole
country, from Georgia to Maine, convinced of their pro-
priety, will be united.” :

These extracts are from the Boston Centinel, then the
leading federal paper of the Union.

A letter from Washington, of the same year, says:
wlear, projndice, or some other dastardly principle, is
mnlnnu:\llly ctossing the path of our rulers; and the
loud call of our country, its commerceand =poiled mer-
chants, for energetic purposes, is unheard or disregarded.
My fears are, thatthe President's messages will only
supported by windy debates, or pen and ink reports,'

Although the “Centinel” had proposed an embargo,
yet when it was laid in 1807, it smd: “The embargo,
whieh the government has just laid, is of a new and
alarming nature.  War, great as the evil is, has less ter-
ror, and will produce less misery, than an embargo on
such principles.” b =

When—forhearance ceasing to be n virtue—war was
declared, the Senate of Massachusetts resolved that * it
was founded in falsehood, declared without necessity,
and ita real object was extent of territory by unjust con
quests, and to aid the late tyrant of Eutope in his view
of aggrandizement.” A

And the pulpit, where politics should not enter, be-
came also a theatre in which its ministers sought to in-
flame the public mind against the administration of their
country, and place it in the wrong, in the sight of their
powerful enemy and the world.

One of them, highly distingnizhed by his position as the
Rector of the Trinity church in Boston, in a discourse de-

o
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in the history of the world, wantonly proclaimed on the
most frivolons and gronndless pretences g 151 A nation
from whose friendship we rnight derive the most gignal
advantages, and from whose hostility we have reason to
dread the most tremendouns losses.” Awain: * Every
: - !
provoeation has been offered to Great Britain on our part,
and our resentment has risen in proportion as she has
shown a coneilintory spint.”

Anid then, in his pions fervor, he exhorts his hearers
thus: * Let no consideration whatever, my brethren,
deter you, at all timesand in all places, from execrating
the present war. It is a war unjust, foolish, and rnin-
ons,”  And, *as Mr. Madison has declared the war, let
Mr, Madison carry it on.” §

And, not to be outdone in the hostility here exhibited,
another eminent divine, at Medford, the
endeavored to prevent i‘nin countrymen from enlisting in
the service, and from loaning money ta the government,
to carry on the war, Here is what he says:

@11, at the sammand of a weak or wicked ruler, they
pnclertake an unjnst war, sach man whoe volunteses his
& in the enuse, of loans his money for its support,
his conversation, his weitiogs, of nng other mods of
\enes, PNCONEes its promotion, that mao is an ac-
complice in the wickedness, londs his consclonos with the
Llnelkest erimes, br the guilt of bleod npon lis soul,
wndl i the st of God and L law, I8 o osorbere ™

Another nne, a reverend doctor also, gave his hearers,
if thers were any that justified the war, this eonsolation :
Lot every man who sanctions this war by his suffrage or
inflyence, remember that he is laboring to cover himsell
and his country with blood.  The blood of the slain will
ery from the ground agamst him.” *“‘And,” he asks,
“how will the supporters of this anti-Christian warfare
sndure their sentenee; endure their own reflections; en-
dure the firg that forever burns—the worm which never
Jiss—the hosannas of Heaven—while the smoke of their
torments ascends forever and ever

The press ton, sir—that mighty engine, nperating with
such wonderful power on the public mind--in the very

the Mexican army was | 12

iminati Djent Wis ac
complainis and harsh recriminations, They must ter- ;‘-"-“ ACQ

{mere matier of PLLU

Let every bighwoyman find his own pratols.”™

The New York Evening Post, then a paper of the same
stamp, federnl and anti. war, said:

“We hnve only room this evening to say that we trust
no troe (ifend 10 s countey will be ool among the sul-
seribers o the Gallatin loan,™ h

And the Boston Gazette said :

s very geatelol to flnd that the universal sentiment is,
that any man whi leads hiv moncy to the government at the
present b, will forfeit oft cluim to common honesty and
commiin courtesy among all true fricuds to the country.”

And, sir, to such an extent were their efforts carried,
that the agents of the government appointed to recaive
subseriptions for the loan, found it necessary to adver-
tise thut the names of the subseribers should be known
only to themselves,

Hut, sir, this conduct, o unjustifiable as it was, hardly
equala that of the present day, as we may see by refer-
ence to some of the leading opposition journals in differ-
ent parts of the United States, to m%‘ nothing of their
great organ here at Washinglon. I have in my hand,
sir, some extraets from these papers, and will read them,
recretting at the same time the necessily that exists for
doing so.

I} lere are extracts {rom leading opposition prints in
Ohio:

“The volee of lamentation and war, heard all over the
country, from homes aml tiresides mada desolnte by the
slavughter of tuthers, and hushbands, and brothers, is sweet
muksie 10 the ears of the President and his friends, and they
seem ambittous to swell the chorus by increasing the number of
pictims."—Wurren Chronicle,

CThky (the Mexicnns) ARE IN THE RIGHT—-WE IN
THE WRUONG. Tuey may appéal In confidence to the
God of Tattdes ; bt il we look for aid o any other than ha-
min power, it must bo o the INFEENAL MACIHINATIONS OF
ient, for thos far, it would seem, the DEVIL HAS GOV.
ERNED AND GUIDED ALL OUR ACTIONS in the
Xenda Torch Laght,
to see o lange and respectnble number of the
| whig papers in this und other States taking decided ground

just turther appropriations by Congress of men sl mo-
ar thie Mexican throat-cutting business.  This is as it
shonld L "—Abid. ¥

Sl Congress is opposed to the war—if that body is of
optnton thiat it is unjust, hu!!r.llilic and of dangerons tend-
ency, NO DUTY CAN BE MORE BINDING THAN
THA'T OF REFUSING THE MEANS TO PROSECUTE
1L, The war is the result of nsurpation, begun originally
| withont consulting the war-making power.”

[Lebanon ((0.) Star.
no people, looking upon the contest, CAN HELF
wirn Mexieo, nnd uniting in UTTERING A
DEMNATION AGAINST OUR OWN GOY-
NT.”—Cincinnati Guzette.

“A wur agaiest a neighboring republie, waged now
avowredly for the acyuisition of territory, under the frawdu-
lent prefext of seeking indemmity for ulleged claims for inju-
ries w the parsons and property of or citizens.”

[Cin. Alas,

Here are some extracts from other l!mpert\ of the same
stump in different parts of the United States:
wr of the aggressors In Earope or Asin ever resorted
o justifigatory rensens which wers so false nnd hypocritical
as those alleged lor our aggressions on AMaxico." “The
wnth i, it (e war) was conceived in folly and wicked-
ness, nnd commenced by ngross usurpation on the pait of
the President."—Kennebee (de.) Jowrnal.

“Lot every one keep alool from this wnrightcous, 18vane-
ovs, GUL ABTHORKELD war, and it will soon come 1w an
end.  The prospect is, that the administration can get
neither mwen uor mopey w0 carry on the war!  Thank Eﬁf
Lord for all that""—N. H. Statesman.

S wolundeer ar vote a doflar to carry on the war is moral
trepson againgt the God of Heaven and the rights of man-
eind " =Haverhil! ( Mass. ) Gazetie.

“falk of this war as we may, showt, rejoice, and tlhuminate
wouwr citten, it s still « war of injustice, of comguest, and of
wnmitigated evil; and it is ligh time that the virtuous and
Ullhlnll? should speak out in condemnation of it."—Baston
Senlinel.

And on another occasion, speaking of Mr. Trist's ne-
gotiation :

“1t shows very clearly what the original ohject nnd pur-
poses of the war were; that is, in n word, that the great
ISITION OF NEW TERRITORY."

n Tullrs 1o be fast settling down to &
NOER ana MURDER. +° % %

e think the war DISREPUTABLE TO THE AGE WE
LIVE IN, and the country of which it 15 our boast to be
calied her chitdven, " — Raoston Atlas,

S here 18 in the United States o heart worthy of Amesi-
i libedy, its fmpulee i TO JOIN THE MEXICANS,
and to har down npon the base, sluvish, mereenary invaders
who, boen inon repablic, go to |=]u{ wver the accursed game
ul the Hessinns on the tops of those Mexicn® voleanoes,
1t wonlid be @ sed and waful yoy nevertheless to hear that the
hordes wnider Seott and Taglor were EVERY MAN OF THEM
SWEFE INTO THE SEXT worLp ! What butiness has an inva-
ding army in this 2 —Bugton Duaily Chronotype,

Here are the sentiments of some of them in New York,
Penngylvania, Maryland, Kentucky, and Tennessee—all
leading opposition papers; and 1 regret to say, sir, the
lust two from my own most patriotic State :

SOPE WHOLE WORLD W¥ows THA®l 0 18 Mexieo winor
HAS BEEN IMPORED UPON, and that OURL PEOPLE
ARE THE ROBRERS''"™  “So far ad onr government
ean effect it, the laws of Heaven are SUSPENDED, and
those of beli established in their stend.”  * To the people
of the United Sties! Your rolers ure precipitating n
into u tathomless ubhyss ol erome and calwmny ''—New York
Tribune. .

“ Bur the whip party ace unchanged in their view of this
coniest, (with idv xien.)  Jtnoregin was the annexalion—its

i|-rcm|g-|~.-."-n-

W rejol

“The Mexicun

I terrlory.

ev. Dr. Oszood, qt

pmmedinte cause, the wnawthorized ocewpation of disputed
1t va the President’s war /" "{:‘.chif:o {; th:"J'n-
lnnd of Ameven,™ S0 there were exease for the war,
there is none [oe the mensure which opened it. Hot what
exensn id fonmd for the war itsell 1"—North American.

W may supposs that we are 10 eaery on 8 war for con-
quest, sod tt thie halls ol the Monteznmas are 1o be ocous
pied by THE ENVADISIRS from the Unlted Suges 1" 9 Mexi-
ao has done ndinitely moee for hersedt in this war than the
nited States, by their government, hnve done for themn-
selves, . Glazette.

AW hatis it then, that makes or allows Me. Polk to sanc-
tion this war, and all the ontenges of which it i the conse-
quence T de b thiss M. Polk i¢ a weak man,  He wos sa-
Paeted o b the Jocofoco candidate for President bseauss ha
wk wenles  1v wns tiis that reeommended him o his porey.
It s this that electad im, It hns been correetly  said
that it i% & curss apo e ontion o have o wenk-mindec
pider. W e niedier the judgment of that onrse. —Balti-
more Potriod -

“Af there s any conduect which constitutes moral troason,
it anan altempt to embark or to encowrage the country in A
WAKR AGAINST GOD, as s the case ina woar like that
which e ave mow engaged.”" — Lowiwville Journal,

“T0 VOLUNTERR, OR VOTE A DOLLAR TO CAR-
RY ON THE WAR, id MORAL THEASON AGAINST
PHE GOD OF HEAVEN, and the micnrs oF Mankisp !
— Nathwville Gazette.

“The et s, the Mesionn war was begun in a per
Adious, mseally atiempt of demagogues at prosident-mak-
ing 5 and 18 now baing earried ot in the same spirit and
under the auspices of imen, who, to guin the #poils, have
nesORTED 10 iy INIQUITOUS SCHEME OF CON-
TEST."—=Chicagn Jowrnal.

“We cnnnot possibly look fhvorably upon this war; its
firat not was A GROSS OUTRAGE UPON MEXIQO.
And can it be supposed by Me. Polk, nnd his advisors, that
an error S glnnne—A CRIME S0 UNPARDONABLE AS
THIS MEXNIUAN WA R—can be whitewnshod T Wo ma

well wish our country out of this UNRIGHTEOUS WAR."
— Mount Carmel Regaster,

I have not alluded, Mr. President, to the events of the
lnst war—all which come to me as history, for [ eannot
say “yguorum pars fui"—for the purpose of awakening
olil resentments and buried animosities, nor with any wi-
kind spintto any of the actors in them, nor indeed with
any personnl_allusion whatever; but 1 have thought it
might be nsehul 1o the country to exhibit the perfect re-
semblance between the spint of the opposition of that
day and of this;and ns we know that not one of the
musguided political fanaties of that time, however dis-
tingnished he might have been for his talents and
his virtues, hLas been able 1o stand belore the peo-
e of this nation and elaim and receive their con-
fidence, their condemnation has 80 overwhelm-
ing; #0 we may expect that those of this day, going
as they do even heyond these their great pr "
will as surely meet with a punishment equally withering

judgment of an

1 no one of them can escape the blighting
offended aml outraged people. As willing as we all are
and should be, *“to pardon something to the spirit of
liberty,” and to indulge in the freest diseussion, yet, sir,

when palitical funaticism goes so far as we see it now, it
is much to be apprenended the judgment of posterity will
distinguish it by unother appeliation. Their fate should
be & warning to those who may be disposed to withbold
supplies of men and money now ; they should listen to
the teachings of the past, learning wisdom from its expe-
rience. It is in vain to say, sir, that the war is nnjust
or uncanstitutionatly commenced, agiinst all the facts 1o
the contrary, and thus attempt 10 escape responsibility ;
they will be held to it, sir, and cannot nlnleld themselves
by any such pretence.

Me. BADGER. Will the honorable senator allow me,
as he has several times alluded to some one who clizrue-
terized this war as an unconstitutional war, to ask him
if he referred o me ?

. Mr. BREESE. [ referred to the senator of Kentueky
immediately before you, [Mr. Usnixwoon.

M. UNDERWOOD. 1 b&‘q to inform the honorable
senator that my remark was, that it was an unconstitu-
tional act by which the war waa i i
our troops on the Rio Grande.

Mr, BREESE. 1 have shown, sir, [ think, that was
a proper ael—one which he had a rigilt to do.  Suppose
our Em’armnent had taken no precautionary measures for
the defence of Texas against the threatened invasion of
Mexico, having, as she had, a large foree on and near
that frontier, and breathing war in every missile from
her functionaries, would the President have discharged
his duty to Texus! Would our obligations to her have
been [ulfilled ? If one solitary inmate of the humblest
cabin within it had been the victim of a Mexican inroad,
and his little all given to the flames, or carried off as
booty, and we not there with our protecting power, how
loud, and deep, and bitter would have been the denuncia-
tions of those who now assuil the Exeemtive for this act
intended alone for protection—alone to prevent invasion,
Sir, we were placed in such n sitnation as to compel the
government, by all its obligations of justice, honor, and
good faith, 1o take the position we did; and such, sir, is
the honest judgment of the country.

ell, 4ir, we are now in this war, our armies have
gone “deep into the bowels of the land,” and it seems to
me alike the dictate of duty and patriotism to prosecute
it with renewed vigor, and never conclude a peace until
we have accomplished what is now, and has always
heen our object, reparation for the past and security l‘{u-
the future, no matter 1o what results the attempt may

the pl

ead,

All of us, T believe, sir, were willing, in 1546, and ex-

cted, that the war would be earried into _the heart of

exico. 1 recollect well, sir, a remark of the distin-
uished senator of North Carolina, [Mr. Manaum,] whe

s not spoken to this bill, that il he could be satisfied
that the war did exist—i{ there should be no disavowal
on the part of the Mexican government of the act of

ossing the Rio Grande and attacking our troops, he
would vote not only ten thousand, but fifty, or a hun-
dred thousand men; and, if necessary, proceed to the
{Ilﬂa of the city of Mexico, and there dictate a peace.

believe it was well understood then, sir—at least such
is the inference I draw from the remarks of that honor-
able senator—that crossing the Rio Grande by Mexican
troops would be an invasion of our territory, and that
we must not only repel it, but carry the war, with suffi-
cieit array, into the enemf's country, and this senator
expressed a most cheerful willingness to give the gov-
ernment all the means, both of men and money, requisite
for such a prosecution of the war; and, at the last ses-
sion, the same patriotie spirit was manifested, for the
supplies were then granted with very little oppesition—
nn]l‘y three, | believe, voting against the bill to raise an
| additional military force, mnd but two against the loan
bill. And “‘hﬁ'. senators should now refuse to support a
measure like this, 1o reinforce the army, I am at a loss to
conceive; nor can I reconcile it with the vote they have
already lﬁ]w“ on an amendment proposed to it.

Mr. MANGUM. The honorable senator refers to cer-
tain remarks which | #m reported to have made, intro-
ductory to my vote upon the bill recognising the exist-
ence of the war, and certainly an erroneous inference
has been drawn from those remarks; or else I did not un-
derstand myself. The question was raised, whether we
shonld crosa the Rio Grande for the purpose of chastising
our enemy. Well, I never doubted, that inthe case of ag-
gression _on their part, it was entirely proper for us 1o
pursue them even to the heart of their country; but an
inference s not to be drawn from this, that'l contem-
plated anything like conquest.  This I have been utterly
opposed to, as my recorded votes will show. At the
time when we*were called upon to recognise the exist-
ence of the war, we had heard of a collision having taken
ilace, but we knew not how it originated ; the documents
were not before us to be read, and we were driven to a
vote at once, and were obliged to vote in the dark ; but
on that occasion I did not doubt that we had a right to
cross the Rio Grande, in order to chastise an aggression.
That was my meaning; and if my remarks are correctly
reported, they meant that, and no more than that, an
therefore I repel the inference that I was desirous or
willing to go into a career of conquest.

Mr. BREESE. I will read, sir, an extract {rom the
remarks of the honorable senator, asreported in the
Congressional Globe :

“He and his friends are rendy to grant whatever men and
money were required in hall an hour.  And before the men
raised could arrive at their destination, the requisite time
would huve been afforded to determine intelligently, and
on suthentic evidencs, whether a state of war did or did
not exist. It did, then Me, M. should be nnwilling to re-
strnin the action of our forees to the left bank of the Kio
del Norte, [l we were actually at war, then he was under
the impression that our forses onght to cross tae river, and
that wer should not stop till we had dicwmted pe ut the
capital of the Mexicanempire. Let the fact he
certained, nind then he was prepared 1o vote not
sand men only, but & hundred or a huodred and ity thou-
sind, iFthe Exseutive came to Congress nnd demanded that
amount. He was ready to place the whole foree of the
country at his disposal, and that be shonld be ennbled w
coniuer penco in the heart of the Mexican empire,”™

The senatar does not deny that he ir correctly reported,
and [ could not, of course, know what particalar views
the honorable senator then entertained, any further than
[ can gather them from these remarks, But what are we
to conclude =was to be done by such a force as he was
willing to vote, unless it was to overrun Mexico and
coniquer it, and in that way *“‘conquer peace i”

r. MANGUM. I meant any foree that might be ne-
cessary to chastise the enemy, and to dietatea peace.

Mr. BREESE, But why chastise the enemy when
they had done us no wrong # 1 the Rio Grande was not
the boundary of Texas, but belonged to Mexico, then
their troops perpetrated no wrong in crossing it: and it
would be an outrage on our part to raise a foree of one
hundred thousand men to chastise Mexico for this, and
carry our_arma to her central eity, and there dictate a
peace, But, sir, | eannot veconcile the opposition
of senators to this bill on another ground, They
have insisted, every one of them who has apoken
to it, that our foree in Mexico is mnilI]\; safficient gr,-r all
legitimate purposes, and minute caleulations have been
made to prove it; yet, at the same time, they vote under
the ayes and noes on the amendment of the honorable
senator of Kentucky, [Mr. Crrrrexpes,] to give the
President power to call for the services of thirty thou-
wanidl volunteers—three times as many men as this hill
proposes. No doubt, sir, there is good reason for this,
and it may not be at all inconsistent. This vole was
given before the passions had become excited by the col-
lision of debate; and I doubt not, sir, the senators who
voted for the amendment voted in good faith, and with a
determination to grant reinforcemants—the only strife
?ecming 1o be then which was the best description of
oree.

Mr. President, one thing is very cerlain—that we are
in the midst of one of the most remarkable wars ever
waged since the creation of the world, in every step of
which, we, the vietorions party, have held outthe olive
branch to the enemy ; and iﬂ senators gay, not only on
that side of the Chamber, but on this, that we can Iiyun:

ace whenever we will it. The senator of Connecticnt

My, Nives] declared this to be his belief, but failed, in
my judgment, 1o bring a single fact in suppart of it. Do
the facts and circumstances developed in the progress of
this war show thal peace—an honorable peace—is with-
in our control 2 And does he or any other senator doubt
the sincerity of the President, and of his friends, when
they say that they are desirons of peace on honorable
terms, hringing with it indemnity and security ? :

Mr. NILES. The idea is correct in part, and wrong n
part. 1did not say it was in the pawer of this govern-
ment to make peace. | said it was in the power of this
government—and which lheg oq,fght to exercise at the
proper time—to pat an end to hostilities.

r. BREESE. Well, sir, that seems to me to be very
much the same thing. Putting an end to hostilites on
both mides—for otherwise there could be no end—and
seace results as a necessary consequence ; and, therefore,
it follows that it ia in the power of our government, ac-
cording to that senator, to make a . Butit was dis-
tinctly avowed by the senator of New Jersey (Mr. Mii.-
rer] that it was in our power lo make a peace al'any
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difference between us, but he could not be heard. He wan
spurned; and the very thnuﬁhl of the thing produced a
revolution, and a deposition of the then I t, Al-
ter our most brliiant vielones, when our conyuering
army wasut the gates of the capital, we a com-
missioner with it, with full powers 1o mdetgﬂ.
who was mel by commissioners on the part of Mex-
ico; and what was the result’ Could we have done—
pught we 10 have done—more than we have? 1 put
it to the senator, and to others on his side of the cham-
ber, to say if they would have concluded a peace on the
basis l;ampw-l by Mexico! Would they have accepled
the Mexican propositions, any one of them: Wonld
they, for they sake of peace, disparage thewr country?
Do ‘senntors recollect the Mexican propositions of

oth of September last?  What do they say to the twelfth
and fourteenth articles? I I undersiood the honorable
senulor of Maryland, not now in his seat, [Mr. Prance,
he would have’nccepted them; but I never would, and
doubt very much if there is a respectable number of the
opposition_who would, Do senators remember the
twellth article, requiring a guarantee from us, and that
ﬁuam:m Great Britain, that we would not, at any time

ereafter, no ml?lter how unecessary it might be for our

security or wellure, annex A m‘“""ﬁ.i
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Now, in all sineerity, | pat it to senators, would they
consent to dismember Texas ! Wonld they acknow
a line as a boun&wﬂu which Mexico had never
claim ! Iecollect that her pretensions 1o Texas were
and always have been, to the Sahine. Would ln)rof
them agree that we should so degrade ourselves and our
country, as o give the guarantee of Great Britain, that
we would not annex to our Confed any contig
territory for all time to come? and above all, that we
sheuld indemnify Mexico for all the injuries she has re-
ceived from her own anive acts? " Let the senator
stand forth: and avow it. I senators on the other side
are sincere, however, they must agree 1o the Inst propo-
sition; for if the war is unjust, as they asseverate it is,
we are bound to make full reparation to Mexico. They
are then bound, if they are sincere, (and who can doubt
their sincerity ?) to go before the people of the United
States on this, us one of the issues, al the coming fall
election. Theyassert the war is unjust. 1f it is, must
you upt, on the restoration of peace, m_akx_e full repara -
fion ? 1s not this a well established principle of public
law ? Do not Grotius and Vattel, and all other publiciats,
recognise this prineiple 7 And is it not a correct one?
If our_opponents are sincere in the belief so often ex-
pressed here, that the war is unjust, they must, in their
effort to obtain the government, carry it out to its con-
sequences,  And, gir, if unfortunately they do get into
power, and negotiate for peace, how can they escape
the demands which Mexico will make for indemnity,
based, as they would be, on their own admissions, that
the war was unjust to her : ol

M. President, at the outset of this war, and in its first

ar, it was distinctly avowed by the Executive, and re-
iterated by his friends, that as ‘it was bronght uﬁon us
by Mexico, he had no other desire in waging it than an
honorable peace, including indemnity for the past inju-
ries we had sustained al her hands, and such -acurit
against fulure ageressions as Mexico might be enable
to give. And is it unveasonable, sir, that as the war is
protracted by Mexico, she refusing all offérs of accom-
modation, that our demands should rise in ernporlmn_f
In my own opinion, in the view | have taken of this
matter, we would not be doing te to pur own coun-
try by a show of 100 much lenity to Mexico, and that
sheer justice would demand from her full indemnity also
for the expenses of thiswar; and in her peculiar position—
she not being able to proviie any other indemnity—that
the cession of the sovereignty and jurisdiction over n part
of her territory shonld be insisted” upon as o sine
non; for 1 believe with the Pi t, that the doet
of noterrritory, which was broachei here at the last ses-
sion, and found #o many advocates, is the doctrine of no
indemnity, In territory only ean Mexico make repara-
tion for the past, and afford security for her future good
behavior ; and although we are strone 0+ a nation, yet,
like the strong man who desiven macu ity ag“{m the gt-
tack of a lurking, cowardly assassin, so should we insist
on itin puch a line of boundary between ns as will se-
cure ys against future ions.  Yet, sir, it seems to
be doubted by some wmlm President is willing 10
accept n treaty eeding New Mexico and California as a
full equivalent for indemnity, and as affording that secu-
rity he demands. 1 suppose, though I do not know it
i him, that he would aceept such a treaty, if he
thought the government of Mexico was 80 established as
to give a reasonable assnrance of its mability. None of
us desire war for the sake of it, as poace is admitted to
be our trunJlolmy; but on what terms thia shall end,
there ig, and there must be, great diflerence of opinion.
Qur policy, sir, is, emphatically, peace with all na-
tiong, but with none at the sacrifice orel:mr national honor,
the dearest possession of a nation. We have never, sir,
since the birth of our nation, given o on for war,
not even with the barbarous tribes npon our borders. 1t
is our pride to be able to say, that our whole history may
be explored, and no single act of national injustice can be
found upon its page—no blot of that kind upon our na-
tional escutcheon. We, sir, would have never disturbed
our peaceful relations with Mexico, by any act of our
own; she has brought the war upon herself, nnder a de-
lugion that one of our vister States balonged to her; and
resolving 1o possess it by force of arms, and refusing 1o
hear our minister upon the matters in dispute, sought to
end them by the sword; and as she has appealed to that
dread arbiter, she must abide its fortune. But war, sir
it ia said, is full of evil; that this ought to be tnlmmale'.{
at the earliest moment, some senators believing that the
glory we have gained by it is sufficient indemnity for all
our wrongs, and others deprecating any further advance of
our army, as likely to bring about the result alluded toin
the r ions of the honorable sénator from 8. Caroli-
na, (Mr. Caroun,] and which he deprecates so much.
It 18 true, sir, war is an evil—a great evil; but it has
also its advantages ; and though the land may be, for a
time, crushed by its armed heel, itis but preparing it for
the reception of that seed whose fruit is commerce,
science, the arts, and the highest and purest forms of civ-
ilization.  Alexander, in opening Persia and India, by
his sword, to the commerce of Greece, founded more ci-
ties than he conguerad ; and the world’s whole history
since, thowa most clenrly that ita permanent benelits far
outweight its transitory evils. onds traced by the
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soldiery are soon followed by the merchant, greatly fa-
cilitating the commerce of 1leas—favoring the sympathies
of nations, and in the end will fraternize the whole hu-
man race. 111« one'ofl the great instruments of God's
providence, by which to accomplish euch grand results ;
and can any senator doubt that this most remarkable war
will not greatly redound to the advantage of Mexico—
securing 10 her, in the end, every blessing we so abund-
antly enjoy ? f

It has been a war waged thus far, not against the peo-
ple of Mexico, but emphatically against the army alone,
with a view only to 118 destruction, and upon principles
of the most enlightened humanity. Not one single act of
oppression or injustice has been committed by us—our
!mh. as we hive sirode from vielory to victory, has not
yeen lighted by the flames of their dwellings, their de-
fenceless women and children given to the sword, not
their cities sacked, nor churches defiled, nor fields laid
waste. Though we have been terrible to the ¢ tant,
we have been penerous to him when vanguished—never
forgelting, in the midst of the excitement, that the fair-
est chaplet victory wears is that which mercy twines.
These, sir, are what make it a most extmordinary war ;
and the faithfal historinn, as he writes its varied and stir-
ring events, will dwell with peeuliar Elﬂmt and pride
on this, its bright and most distinguishing featare. 8o
humane and generous has been our conduct, that the
peaple of Mexico, those who have most d by 1
oppression of the military tyrants, rﬁnﬂmrmm rather
as henefactors than as enemies; and if accounts can be
relied on, are utterly opposed to their withdrawal, This
has been the fruit of our policy, adopted at the outset;
for early in June, 1946, our general in mhﬂno&
a proclamation, prepared at the War. Department s in
Whiclhl thie p:n;nn 0:-11 Mexico wslll: :run&lhm war
shoulid not be  wage nsl sue them as
newuteal, but agni:r't‘t 1h:!':rm‘)" and the Il'ﬁh‘rm::‘
Ihey were reminded that their government was in the
hands of tyrants and usurpers, who had abolished the
State governments, overthrown the federal sonstitution,
deprived their people of the nﬂlnl; of suffrage, destroyed
the liberty of the press, despoiled them of thei
and reduéed them to a state of absolute dependence
upon the power of a mili
minded, too, that the arnny and rulers extorted from

them by grievous taxation

tary “emﬂfm' the  mone .w?ieh sustained the wsurp-
arn Pf}wv.‘t ﬁ and wu: Id that .:aeiumw obtain rep-
wration for the repeate ongs L those n};;.
e e e ‘P";"‘: A O ety the
e 1 and aecn or the 1a

tyum who had dngtmyed their liberties, but to make ﬁ
war upon the people of Mexieo, nor upon any form .

g

time. Why, sir, we eould not, with all our efforta, pre-

and condign.  Sir, there can be no mistake about this—

vent war.  We sent a minister to diseuss the matters in

vernment they might choose to selec !uﬂ-.a!m
:;nwrrz prngi I. ton, that their religion, their altars,




